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Annex  III_I.  Illustrative  list  of  “non-substantial”  modifications  for  Bachelor,  Master  and
Doctorate degrees

This document has been issued taking into account the classification of substantial  modification
defined in  REACU evaluation protocols  for  modification of  university  study  plans leading  to the
achievement  of  University  official  Bachelor  and  Master  degrees  (REACU,  17/01/2022)  and  the
Evaluation  Protocol  for  Verification  and  Modification  of  Official  Doctoral  Programmes  (REACU,
03/02/2022).

“non-substantial”  1   modifications in Bachelor and Master degrees that will be taken into consideration:  

1. Degree description, educational objectives and justification

- Change of the centre delivering the degree, provided that this change does not imply a change
of teaching staff, the evaluation of new infrastructures or the degree quality assurance system.

2. Learning and teaching outcomes

- Changes in the composition of the learning outcomes initially included in the verified report
which do not affect the degree nature, objectives and characteristics. In this case, the text on
these outcomes will be binded to the proposed change in composition. 

- Elimination or inclusion of learning outcomes which do not affect the degree nature, objectives
and  characteristics.  In this  case,  the  text  on these  outcomes  will  be  binded  to  the  change
proposed.

3. Admission, recognition and mobility

- The change of admission criteria related only to the elimination of personalised evaluation by
an Academic Commission for merits, to take into account only 100% of the file.

- Changes and inclusion of the requirement related to the level of foreign language proficiency in
accordance  with  the  Common  European  Framework  of  Reference  for  Languages  (CEFR)  to
students  with  a  university  degree  that  allows  access  to  a  Master  degree  and  it  has  been
achieved in an educational  system  with  an official  language  different  to  the  Master  degree
language of provision.

- Inclusion  of  the  requirement  on  Spanish  language  proficiency  in  accordance  with  CEFR  to
international students applying for the admission to a Master degree lectured in Spanish.

- Changes on the criteria for ECTS credits recognition and transfer, provided that they only affect
the university general normative, not to the degrees recognition.

- Procedures for the organisation of mobility of outgoing and incoming students, provided that it
is an update of the university general normative which does not affect the degree proposed.

1 The classification of non-substantial modifications will be periodically reviewed, in order to encompass the changes which are not 
included in this document, after the call and the evaluation process is finished. 
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4. Education planning

- Changes  concerning  timeline  planning  of  some  areas/optional  subjects  in  the  study  plan,
provided  that  it  is  justified  that  they  do  not  affect  the  correct  development  of  students
learning.

- Changes with regard to the area/optional  subject denomination of the study plan, provided
that they do not imply a change in learning outcomes and defined content. 

- Changes regarding the coordination mechanisms in the degree, provided that they are set out
as an improvement in composition. 

- Changes with regard to the language in which some optional subjects in the study plan are
lectured, provided that it is evidenced that qualified staff is available for its provision.

- Changes  concerning  educational  activities  and  methodologies  and  evaluation  systems,
provided that they imply an improvement in the composition of the proposed ones. 

5. Academic and supporting staff

- Updating information related to teaching staff, provided that it does not imply changes in the
available and required teaching staff number and/or profile, and the appropriate development
of the study plan is not affected.

- Updating information on teaching and supporting staff required and available, provided that
the appropriate development of the study plan is not affected.

6. Learning resources: material resources and infrastructures, practices and services

- Updating available infrastructures and/or supporting resources, provided that they improve the
proposals and/or they affect the correct development of the study plan.

- Procedure for management of external practices, provided that it is related to updating  the
university general normative which does not affect the degree proposed.

7. Degree implementation timeline

- Review  the  adpatation  table,  whenever  “non-substantial”  changes  were  produced  in  the
education  planning,  provided  that  they  do  not  affect  the  degree  nature,  objectives  and
characteristics.

8. Internal Quality Assurance System (IQAS)

- Updating IQAS procedures which do not affect IQAS model or structure.

“non-substantial”  2   modifications in Doctoral programmes that will be taken into consideration:  

[I] Doctoral Programme description

2 The classification of non-substantial modifications will be periodically reviewed, in order to encompass the changes which are not 
included in this document, after the call and the evaluation process is finished. 
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- Review denomination of  the programme research lines,  provided that it is  an improvement
related  to  the  proposal  composition  and  it  is  consistent  with  the  intended  objectives  and
contents. 

- Increase of new places offered if it is not an excessive rise, and it is not justified through the
increase of approximately 20% of the proposal regarding teaching staff, in order to evidence
the programme functioning and to analyse the evolution of quality indicators in a time period .
The changes in the number of places offered for new students must be justified and evidence
the  adjustment  concerning  teaching  staff  and  the  available  resources  related  to  places
increase.

- Decrease of places offered, whenever there are not consequences and this drop does not imply
a decrease of the proposed teaching staff and infrastructures.

- Change of the Centre delivering the programme, provided that it does not imply changes in the
verified human resources and infrastructures.

- Changes in the normative regulating continuation at University, provided that it does not affect
students enrolled in the doctoral programme.

[II] Competencies

- Improvement of writing and composition of the intended competencies.

[III] Access and Admission of Doctoral students

- Changes  with  regard  to  the  normative  on  access  and  admission  to  university  doctoral
programmes, provided that these changes do not affect the doctoral programme.

[IV] Training activities

- Improvement in writing composition on planning and organisation of the intended educational
activities which must be consistent with the competencies that will be achieved by doctoral
students.

[V] Programme organisation

- Review and updating the procedures for the supervision and follow-up of general  theses at
university, provided that they do not affect the doctoral programme specific criteria.

- procedure used by the academic commission to appoint a doctoral thesis tutor and director. 
- procedure for monitoring the doctoral students activity report and data certification. 
- procedure for annual assessment of research plan and students activity report. 
- procedure for the definition and assessment of the activities to promote multiple supervision and

direction of doctoral theses.

[VI] Human resources

- Updating  information  on  verified  teaching  staff  participating  in  the  doctoral  programme
research lines, provided that the verification conditions are maintained or improved.
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- Updating information on the verified lines of research, provided that verification conditions are
maintained or improved.

- Updating the mechanisms for the recognition of tutoring and thesis direction, provided that the
criteria defined for the doctoral programme are not modified.

[VII]Available material and supporting resources for doctoral students

- Updating or improvement information writing or composition on the available infrastructures
and/or supporting resources in the doctoral programme.

[VIII] Doctoral programme review, improvement and outcomes 

- Updating IQAS procedure which does not affect its model or structure.
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